Persuasive Satire (Satirical Argument)



PROMPT: Using a satirical voice, write an essay about a controversial issue that persuades the audience of your viewpoint. 

ORGANIZATION: Follow the guidelines of effective satire, as demonstrated in Benjamin Franklin’s Letter to the Royal Academy of Brussels:

1) Provide an overview of the current problem or controversy.

2) Use facts and statistics to provide knowledgeable background.

3) Propose a ridiculous solution.

4) Create logical argument to support the proposed solution.

5) Anticipate any counterargument, and deflate it in an equally ridiculous fashion.

6) Conclude by summarizing points and emphatically restating your proposition.
TONE: The essay’s tone should be satirical. Here are some tips:

1) Remain objective, detached, and clinical, as though you’re being serious.

2) Keep your tone consistent throughout the essay.

3) Use logic to add credibility to your voice.

4) Never reveal your actual opinion on the issue.
STYLE: Be creative, drawing upon figurative language, analogies, relevant references, and other colorful phrasings—just don’t lose sight of your goal.
POSSIBLE TOPICS: As long as the topic is controversial—meaning there are at least two perspectives to the issue—you should be able to create a satire to express your points.
EXAMPLES: Satire has been around since ancient Rome, and the form has since been made famous by writers like Jonathan Swift (Gulliver’s Travels, A Modest Proposal), Voltaire (Candide), George Orwell (Animal Farm), Kurt Vonnegut Jr. (Slaughterhouse Five, Cat’s Cradle), Joseph Heller (Catch-22), and Chuck Palahniuk (Fight Club). Satire of pop culture and news media can also be observed in The Onion, The Daily Show, The Colbert Report, and South Park.
DETAILS: Consider these areas when writing your satirical argument:

· Feel free to use 1st person where applicable. This piece requires substance and research as well as opinion, so only use 1st person when it makes sense to do so.
· Be specific in discussing the topic. Provide necessary background for the anonymous reader. Use researched materials to provide history, illustrations, and depth to the argument.
